The Vatican Administration       gi
is usually very up-to-date, though of course always tinged
with a clerical outlook.
Until recently, almost the whole organisation of the
Church was left in the hands of the priests, but in recent
years, and especially during the present Pontificate, the
laity have been called in to take their part for the Church,
This is called Catholic Action by the present Pope. It
may have a suitable name when spoken in Italian, but there
are many people in English-speaking and other countries
who consider that title for such an organisation extremely
unfortunate*
All this information may be of tremendous help to the
Vatican, but one sometimes feels that people who are not
so well-informed are apt to get more done. They are not
in the position of seeing every side, and being human are
not weighed down by this colossal amount of information
tinged with every form of political view. I lay special
stress on this question of political view, for the Vatican
has to deal with the whole world and the Vatican is doing
all in its power in recent years to make its authority felt
more and. more, and it is meeting in many places with a
very considerable amount of difficulty.
The Pope's influence as regards faith and morals
remains unquestioned in the Catholic Church; but when
it comes down to politics, whether national or inter-
national, the Vatican has to walk very warily, for like the
British Empire, what interests one part may be absolute
anathema in another.
Where the line has to be drawn between faith and
morals and politics is again an appallingly difficult point, as
one can see at every turning with regard to the interpre-
tation of the Concordat with Germany* Whether the